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THE VIGIL 

 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 
the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of 
the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the 
waters. Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light.  
 

The light by which the readings are to be read is lit. 
 

Lighten our darkness, 
Lord, we pray, 
and in your great mercy 
defend us from all perils and dangers of this night, 
for the love of your only Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

All  Amen. 
 
This is the night in which our Lord Jesus Christ passed over from 
death to life. 
The Church invites her members, dispersed throughout the world, 
to gather in vigil and prayer. For this is the Passover of the Lord, 
in which through word and sacrament 
we share in his victory over death. 
 
As we await the risen Christ, let us hear the record of God’s 
saving deeds in history, 
recalling how he saved his people in ages past and in the fullness 
of time sent his Son 
to be our Redeemer. Let us pray that through this Easter 
celebration God may bring 
to perfection in each of us the saving work he has begun. 

 

The First Reading - Genesis 1.1–2.4a: The Creation 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the 
earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the 
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face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the 
waters. Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was 
light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated 
the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the 
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the first day. 

And God said, ‘Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, 
and let it separate the waters from the waters.’ So God made the 
dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from 
the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God called 
the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the 
second day. 

And God said, ‘Let the waters under the sky be gathered together 
into one place, and let the dry land appear.’ And it was so. God 
called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered 
together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. Then God 
said, ‘Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and 
fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.’ 
And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding 
seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the 
seed in it. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening 
and there was morning, the third day. 

And God said, ‘Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to 
separate the day from the night; and let them be for signs and for 
seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the 
dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.’ And it was so. God 
made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the 
lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. God set them in the 
dome of the sky to give light upon the earth,to rule over the day 
and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. 
And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there 
was morning, the fourth day. 

And God said, ‘Let the waters bring forth swarms of living 
creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the 
sky.’ So God created the great sea monsters and every living 
creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, 
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and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was 
good. God blessed them, saying, ‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill 
the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.’ And 
there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 

And God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every 
kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of 
every kind.’ And it was so. God made the wild animals of the earth 
of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that 
creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was 
good. 

Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according 
to our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the 
sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all 
the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that 
creeps upon the earth.’  
So God created humankind in his image, 
   in the image of God he created them; 
   male and female he created them.  
God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, 
and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of 
the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing 
that moves upon the earth.’ God said, ‘See, I have given you 
every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and 
every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And 
to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to 
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath 
of life, I have given every green plant for food.’ And it was so. God 
saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. 
And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their 
multitude.And on the seventh day God finished the work that he 
had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that 
he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, 
because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in 
creation. These are the generations of the heavens and the earth 
when they were created. 
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Psalm 104.1-7  

1  Bless the Lord, O my soul.  
O Lord my God, how excellent is your greatness! 

2  You are clothed with majesty and honour,  
wrapped in light as in a garment.  

3  You spread out the heavens like a curtain  
and lay the beams of your dwelling place in the waters above. 

4  You make the clouds your chariot  
and ride on the wings of the wind. 

5  You make the winds your messengers  
and flames of fire your servants.  

6  You laid the foundations of the earth,  
that it never should move at any time. 

7  You covered it with the deep like a garment;  
the waters stood high above the hills. 

 

Silence is kept. 

 

Christ is the image of the unseen God; 
All  through him all things were made. 
 
 Almighty God, 

you have created the heavens and the earth 
and made us in your own image: 
teach us to discern your hand in all your works 
and your likeness in all your children; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 

All  Amen. 
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The Second Reading - Genesis 22: 1-18 – Abraham and 
Isaac 

After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, 
‘Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ He said, ‘Take your son, your 
only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and 
offer him there as a burnt-offering on one of the mountains that I 
shall show you.’ So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled 
his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son 
Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt-offering, and set out and went 
to the place in the distance that God had shown him. On the third 
day Abraham looked up and saw the place far away. Then 
Abraham said to his young men, ‘Stay here with the donkey; the 
boy and I will go over there; we will worship, and then we will 
come back to you.’ Abraham took the wood of the burnt-offering 
and laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the 
knife. So the two of them walked on together. Isaac said to his 
father Abraham, ‘Father!’ And he said, ‘Here I am, my son.’ He 
said, ‘The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a 
burnt-offering?’ Abraham said, ‘God himself will provide the lamb 
for a burnt-offering, my son.’ So the two of them walked on 
together. 

When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham 
built an altar there and laid the wood in order. He bound his son 
Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then 
Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to kill his 
son. But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven, and 
said, ‘Abraham, Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ He said, ‘Do 
not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him; for now I know 
that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only 
son, from me.’ And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught in 
a thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the ram and offered 
it up as a burnt-offering instead of his son. So Abraham called that 
place ‘The Lord will provide’; as it is said to this day, ‘On the 
mount of the Lord it shall be provided.’ 

The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from 
heaven, and said, ‘By myself I have sworn, says the Lord: 
Because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, 
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your only son, I will indeed bless you, and I will make your 
offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that 
is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of 
their enemies, and by your offspring shall all the nations of the 
earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed my 
voice.’ 

 
Psalm 16: 6-end  
 
6  I will bless the Lord who has given me counsel, * 

and in the night watches he instructs my heart.  
 
7 I have set the Lord always before me; * 

he is at my right hand; I shall not fall.  
 
8  Wherefore my heart is glad and my spirit rejoices; * 

my flesh also shall rest secure. R 
 
9  For you will not abandon my soul to Death, * 

nor suffer your faithful one to see the Pit.  
 
10  You will show me the path of life; 

in your presence is the fullness of joy * 
and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore. R 

Silence is kept. 

God so loved the world 
All  that he gave his only Son. 

 
 Almighty God, whose chosen servant Abraham 

faithfully obeyed your call 
and rejoiced in your promise 
that, in him, all the families of the earth should be blessed: 
give us a faith like his, 
that, in us, your promises may be fulfilled; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. Amen. 
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The Third Reading - Exodus 12: 1-24 – The Passover 

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This 
month shall mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the 
first month of the year for you. Tell the whole congregation of 
Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for 
each family, a lamb for each household. If a household is too 
small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbour in 
obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the 
number of people who eat of it. Your lamb shall be without 
blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from 
the goats. You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; 
then the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it 
at twilight. They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two 
doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. They 
shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted over 
the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Do not eat any of 
it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, 
legs, and inner organs. You shall let none of it remain until the 
morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall 
burn. This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals 
on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it 
hurriedly. It is the passover of the Lord. For I will pass through the 
land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the 
land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of 
Egypt I will execute judgements: I am the Lord. The blood shall be 
a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, 
I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike 
the land of Egypt. 

This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall 
celebrate it as a festival to the Lord; throughout your generations 
you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance. Seven days you 
shall eat unleavened bread; on the first day you shall remove 
leaven from your houses, for whoever eats leavened bread from 
the first day until the seventh day shall be cut off from Israel. On 
the first day you shall hold a solemn assembly, and on the 
seventh day a solemn assembly; no work shall be done on those 
days; only what everyone must eat, that alone may be prepared 
by you. You shall observe the festival of unleavened bread, for on 
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this very day I brought your companies out of the land of Egypt: 
you shall observe this day throughout your generations as a 
perpetual ordinance. In the first month, from the evening of the 
fourteenth day until the evening of the twenty-first day, you shall 
eat unleavened bread. For seven days no leaven shall be found in 
your houses; for whoever eats what is leavened shall be cut off 
from the congregation of Israel, whether an alien or a native of the 
land. You shall eat nothing leavened; in all your settlements you 
shall eat unleavened bread. 

Then Moses called all the elders of Israel and said to them, ‘Go, 
select lambs for your families, and slaughter the passover 
lamb. Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it in the blood that is in the 
basin, and touch the lintel and the two doorposts with the blood in 
the basin. None of you shall go outside the door of your house 
until morning. For the Lord will pass through to strike down the 
Egyptians; when he sees the blood on the lintel and on the two 
doorposts, the Lord will pass over that door and will not allow the 
destroyer to enter your houses to strike you down. You shall 
observe this rite as a perpetual ordinance for you and your 
children. 

Psalm 77: 11-end  
 
11   I will remember the works of the Lord * 
  and call to mind your wonders of old time. 
 
12   I will meditate on all your works * 
  and ponder your mighty deeds.  
 
13   Your way, O God, is holy; * 
  who is so great a god as our God? 
 
14  You are the God who worked wonders * 
  and declared your power among the peoples. 
 
15   With a mighty arm you redeemed your people, * 
  the children of Jacob and Joseph. R 
 
16   The waters saw you, O God; 
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  the waters saw you and were afraid; * 
  the depths also were troubled. 
 
17   The clouds poured out water; the skies thundered; * 
  your arrows flashed on every side; 

 
18   The voice of your thunder was in the whirlwind; 
  your lightnings lit up the ground; * 
  the earth trembled and shook. 
 
19   Your way was in the sea, and your paths in the great waters, * 
  but your footsteps were not known. 
 
20   You led your people like sheep * 
  by the hand of Moses and Aaron. R 
 

Silence is kept. 

 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

All  Therefore let us keep the feast. 
 
God our Father, 
you have invited us to share in the supper 
which your Son gave to his Church 
to proclaim his death until he comes: 
may he nourish us by his presence, 
and unite us in his love; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen 
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The Fourth Reading - Exodus 14.10-end; 15.1a: Crossing 
the Red Sea  
As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were 
the Egyptians advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites cried 
out to the Lord. They said to Moses, ‘Was it because there were 
no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the 
wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us out of 
Egypt? Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, “Let us 
alone and let us serve the Egyptians”? For it would have been 
better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the 
wilderness.’ But Moses said to the people, ‘Do not be afraid, stand 
firm, and see the deliverance that the Lord will accomplish for you 
today; for the Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see 
again. The Lordwill fight for you, and you have only to keep still.’ 

Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Why do you cry out to me? Tell the 
Israelites to go forward. But you lift up your staff, and stretch out 
your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go 
into the sea on dry ground. Then I will harden the hearts of the 
Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and so I will gain glory 
for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his 
chariot drivers. And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, 
when I have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, 
and his chariot drivers.’ 

The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved 
and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front 
of them and took its place behind them. It came between the army 
of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with 
the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the 
other all night. 

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove 
the sea back by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea 
into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went into 
the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their 
right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, and went into the 
sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot 
drivers. At the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and 
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cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the 
Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that 
they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, ‘Let us flee from the 
Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.’ 

Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Stretch out your hand over the sea, 
so that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their 
chariots and chariot drivers.’ So Moses stretched out his hand 
over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As 
the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the 
sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot 
drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the 
sea; not one of them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry 
ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on 
their right and on their left. 

Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel 
saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great 
work that the Lord did against the Egyptians. So the people feared 
the Lord and believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses. 

Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the Lord: 
‘I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; 
   horse and rider he has thrown into the sea. 

 
The Song of Moses and Miriam  

 

1  I will sing to the Lord, who has triumphed gloriously, ♦ 
the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea. 

 
2  The Lord is my strength and my song ♦ 

and has become my salvation. 
 
3  This is my God whom I will praise ♦ 

the God of my forebears whom I will exalt. 
 
4  The Lord is a warrior, ♦ 

the Lord is his name. 
 
5  Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in power: ♦ 

your right hand, O Lord, shatters the enemy. 
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6  At the blast of your nostrils, the sea covered them; ♦ 

they sank as lead in the mighty waters. 
 
7  In your unfailing love, O Lord, ♦ 

you lead the people whom you have redeemed. 
 
8  And by your invincible strength ♦ 

you will guide them to your holy dwelling. 
 
9  You will bring them in and plant them, O Lord, ♦ 

in the sanctuary which your hands have established. 
 

 
 Silence is kept. 
 
 

The Lord is my strength and my might. 
All  He has become my salvation. 
  
 Lord God our redeemer, 

who heard the cry of your people 
and sent your servant Moses to lead them out of slavery: 
free us from the tyranny of sin and death 
and, by the leading of your Spirit, 
bring us to our promised land; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
The Fifth Reading Jeremiah 31: 31-34 – God promises a 

new heart 
 
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a 
new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. It 
will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when 
I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a 
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says 
the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of 
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Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within 
them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, 
or say to each other, ‘Know the Lord’, for they shall all know me, 
from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will 
forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.  

 
Psalm 51: 8-18  
 
8  Purge me with hyssop and I shall be clean; * 
 wash me and I shall be whiter than snow. 
 
9  Make me hear of joy and gladness, * 
 that the bones you have broken may rejoice.  
 
10  Turn your face from my sins * 
 and blot out all my misdeeds. 
 
11  Make me a clean heart, O God, * 
 and renew a right spirit within me.  
 
12  Cast me not away from your presence * 
 and take not your holy spirit from me. 
 
13  Give me again the joy of your salvation * 
 and sustain me with your gracious spirit;  
 
14  Then shall I teach your ways to the wicked * 
 and sinners shall return to you. 
 
15  Deliver me from my guilt, O God, 
 the God of my salvation, * 
 and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness.  

 
16  O Lord, open my lips * 
 and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
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17  For you desire no sacrifice, else I would give it; * 
 you take no delight in burnt offerings. 

 
18  The sacrifice of God is a broken spirit; * 
 a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.  

 
Silence is kept. 
 
God will write his law on our hearts. 

All  He will be our God and we will be his people. 
 

 
 Almighty God, 

in Christ you make all things new: 
transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace, 
and in the renewal of our lives 
make known your heavenly glory; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 

All  Amen. 
 

The Sixth Reading - Ezekiel 36: 24-28 – Sprinkled with the 
water of life 

I will take you from the nations, and gather you from all the 
countries, and bring you into your own land. I will sprinkle clean 
water upon you, and you shall be clean from all your 
uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. A new 
heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you; and I will 
remove from your body the heart of stone and give you a heart of 
flesh. I will put my spirit within you, and make you follow my 
statutes and be careful to observe my ordinances. Then you shall 
live in the land that I gave to your ancestors; and you shall be my 
people, and I will be your God. 
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Psalm 42: 1-7  
1   As the deer longs for the water brooks, * 

so longs my soul for you, O God. 
 
2   My soul is athirst for God, even for the living God; * 

when shall I come before the presence of God?  
 
3   My tears have been my bread day and night, * 

while all day long they say to me, ‘Where is now your God?’ 
 
4   Now when I think on these things, I pour out my soul: * 

how I went with the multitude 
and led the procession to the house of God,  
 

5   With the voice of praise and thanksgiving, * 
among those who kept holy day.  

 
6   Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul, * 

and why are you so disquieted within me? 
 
7   O put your trust in God; * 

for I will yet give him thanks, 
who is the help of my countenance, and my God.  
 
Silence is kept. 
 
 
Christ gives the living water. 

All  Christ is the fountain of eternal life. 
 

 
Heavenly Father, by the power of your Holy Spirit 
you give to your faithful people new life 
in the water of baptism. 
Guide and strengthen us by the same Spirit, 
that we who are born again may serve you in faith and love, 
and grow into the full stature of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit now and for ever. 

All Amen 
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The Seventh Reading - Ezekiel 37: 1-14 – The valley of dry 

bones 

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by 
the spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it 
was full of bones. He led me all round them; there were very many 
lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, ‘Mortal, 
can these bones live?’ I answered, ‘O Lord God, you know.’ Then 
he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry 
bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to 
these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I 
will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and 
cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and 
you shall know that I am the Lord.’ 

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, 
suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came 
together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on 
them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; 
but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to 
the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the 
Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon 
these slain, that they may live.’ I prophesied as he commanded 
me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on 
their feet, a vast multitude. 

Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of 
Israel. They say, “Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we 
are cut off completely.” Therefore prophesy, and say to them, 
Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and 
bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you 
back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord, 
when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, 
O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and 
I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, 
the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.’  
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Psalm 126  
 

1  When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, * 
 then were we like those who dream. 
 
2  Then was our mouth filled with laughter * 
 and our tongue with songs of joy. 
 
3  Then said they among the nations, * 
 ‘The Lord has done great things for them.’ 
 
4  The Lord has indeed done great things for us, * 
 and therefore we rejoiced.  

 
5  Restore again our fortunes, O Lord, * 
  as the river beds of the desert. 
 
6  Those who sow in tears * 
 shall reap with songs of joy. 
 
7  Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed, * 
 will come back with shouts of joy, 
 bearing their sheaves with them.  

 
Silence is kept. 
 
 Christ is the resurrection and the life. 

All    Those who believe in Christ will never die. 
 
 Lord God of our salvation, 

you speak the word to your scattered people, 
and bring up our life from the valley of death: 
breathe your Spirit upon your Church, 
that we may live and stand before you 
confident in your risen Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

All  Amen. 
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The Eighth Reading - Ezekiel 47: 1-12 – The river of life 

Then he brought me back to the entrance of the temple; there, 
water was flowing from below the threshold of the temple towards 
the east (for the temple faced east); and the water was flowing 
down from below the south end of the threshold of the temple, 
south of the altar. Then he brought me out by way of the north 
gate, and led me round on the outside to the outer gate that faces 
towards the east; and the water was coming out on the south side. 

Going on eastwards with a cord in his hand, the man measured 
one thousand cubits, and then led me through the water; and it 
was ankle-deep. Again he measured one thousand, and led me 
through the water; and it was knee-deep. Again he measured one 
thousand, and led me through the water; and it was up to the 
waist. Again he measured one thousand, and it was a river that I 
could not cross, for the water had risen; it was deep enough to 
swim in, a river that could not be crossed. He said to me, ‘Mortal, 
have you seen this?’ 

Then he led me back along the bank of the river. As I came back, 
I saw on the bank of the river a great many trees on one side and 
on the other.He said to me, ‘This water flows towards the eastern 
region and goes down into the Arabah; and when it enters the 
sea, the sea of stagnant waters, the water will become 
fresh. Wherever the river goes, every living creature that swarms 
will live, and there will be very many fish, once these waters reach 
there. It will become fresh; and everything will live where the river 
goes. People will stand fishing beside the sea from En-gedi to En-
eglaim; it will be a place for the spreading of nets; its fish will be of 
a great many kinds, like the fish of the Great Sea. But its swamps 
and marshes will not become fresh; they are to be left for salt. On 
the banks, on both sides of the river, there will grow all kinds of 
trees for food. Their leaves will not wither nor their fruit fail, but 
they will bear fresh fruit every month, because the water for them 
flows from the sanctuary. Their fruit will be for food, and their 
leaves for healing.’ 
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Psalm 46: 1-5 
 

1  God is our refuge and strength, ♦ 
a very present help in trouble; 

 
2  Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, ♦ 

and though the mountains tremble in the heart of the sea; R 
 
3  Though the waters rage and swell, ♦ 

and though the mountains quake at the towering seas. 
 
4  There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, ♦ 

the holy place of the dwelling of the Most High. 
 
5  God is in the midst of her; 

therefore shall she not be removed; ♦ 
God shall help her at the break of day. R 
 
Silence is kept. 
If we drink of the water that Christ gives 

All   we will never thirst again. 
 
 
God, the giver of life, 
whose Holy Spirit wells up within your Church: 
by the Spirit’s gifts equip us to live the gospel of Christ and make 
us eager 
to do your will, 
that we may share with the whole creation the joys of eternal life; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever 

 All   Amen. 

 
 The Vigil Ends 
 


