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Welcome to Ss Philip & James Church for the 

Commemoration of the Last supper 
 

Maundy Thursday is an important day for Christians as it is the day 
when we commemorate Jesus’s instituting of the Last Supper. It is a 

service in which we remember the words that Jesus gave us - the 
words we use to this day in our Eucharist services. We also remember 

Jesus’ example of service. This is brought to mind in the washing of 
feet which takes place during this service. 

 
This is a very evocative service, beginning with a festival Eucharist in 
gold and white robes. This sense of joy then gives way to desolation 
with the singing of Pange Lingua after the Post-Communion prayer. 

After this moment, we move to a time when we share Jesus’ 
desolation and agony. 

 
This is most clearly represented in the stripping and defilement of our 
own Temple, when all things of beauty and comfort are ripped away 

from us. We are left to pray with Jesus and share His agony. 
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THE GATHERING 
 
The Greeting 

In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

All  Amen. 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you 

All  and also with you.  
 
 

Prayer of Preparation 
All  Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Prayers of Penitence 
Our Lord Jesus Christ says: 
‘If you love me, keep my commandments.’ 
‘Unless I wash you, you have no part in me.’ 
Let us confess to almighty God our sins against his love, 
and ask him to cleanse us.   
 

All  Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  
we have sinned against you  
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry  
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us,  
forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name. 
Amen.  
 
May the Father forgive us 
by the death of his Son 
and strengthen us 
to live in the power of the Spirit 
all our days. 

All  Amen. 
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The Collect – The Collect for Maundy Thursday is said after a few 
moments of silence 
God our Father, 
you have invited us to share in the supper 
which your Son gave to his Church 
to proclaim his death until he comes: 
may he nourish us by his presence, 
and unite us in his love; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All  Amen. 
 
 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

First Reading – The first reading is written in the twelfth chapter of 
the Book of the Exodus, beginning at the first verse [Exodus 12.1-
4(5-10)11-14] 
1The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2This 
month shall mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the 
first month of the year for you. 3Tell the whole congregation of 
Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for 
each family, a lamb for each household. 4If a household is too 
small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbour in 
obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the 
number of people who eat of it. 5Your lamb shall be without 
blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from 
the goats. 6You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; 
then the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it 
at twilight. 7They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two 
doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8They 
shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted over 
the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 9Do not eat any of 
it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, 
legs, and inner organs. 10You shall let none of it remain until the 
morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. 
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11This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on 
your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it 
hurriedly. It is the passover of the LORD. 12For I will pass through 
the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in 
the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods 
of Egypt I will execute judgements: I am the LORD. 13The blood 
shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see 
the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you 
when I strike the land of Egypt. 
14This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall 
celebrate it as a festival to the LORD; throughout your generations 
you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.  
At the end the reader may say  
This is the word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Second Reading – The second reading is written in the eleventh 

chapter of the First Letter of St Paul to the Corinthians, beginning 
at the twenty-third [1 Corinthians 11.23-26] 
Beloved: 23I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, 
that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf 
of bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, 
‘This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ 
25In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, ‘This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of me.’ 26For as often as you eat this 
bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he 
comes.  
At the end the reader may say  
This is the word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Reading – John 13.1-17,31b-35 

Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 
I give you a new commandment, says the Lord: 
Love one another as I have loved you. 

All  Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 
When the Gospel is announced the reader says  
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

All  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time 
had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having 
loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full 
extent of his love. 
The evening meal was being served, and the devil had already 
prompted Judas Iscariot, son of Simon, to betray Jesus. Jesus 
knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that 
he had come from God and was returning to God; so he got up 
from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel 
round his waist. After that, he poured water into a basin and 
began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that 
was wrapped round him. 
He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to 
wash my feet?” 
Jesus replied, “You do not realise now what I am doing, but later 
you will understand.” 
“No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” 
Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.” 
“Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands 
and my head as well!” 
Jesus answered, “A person who has had a bath needs only to 
wash his feet; his whole body is clean. And you are clean, though 
not every one of you.” For he knew who was going to betray him, 
and that was why he said not every one was clean. 
When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes 
and returned to his place. “Do you understand what I have done 
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for you?” he asked them. “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord’, and 
rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, 
have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. I 
have set you an example that you should do as I have done for 
you. I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor 
is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. Now that you 
know these things, you will be blessed if you do them. 
“Now is the Son of Man glorified and God is glorified in him. If God 
is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will 
glorify him at once. 
“My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for 
me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am 
going, you cannot come. 
“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved 
you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that 
you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 
At the conclusion of the Gospel 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 
Prayers of Intercession 

In the power of the Spirit let us pray to the Father 
through Christ the saviour of the world. 
 
Father, on this, the night he was betrayed, 
your Son Jesus Christ washed his disciples’ feet. 
We commit ourselves to follow his example of love and service. 
Lord, hear us 

All  and humble us. 
 
On this night, he prayed for his disciples to be one. 
We pray for the unity of your Church. 
Lord, hear us 

All   and unite us. 
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On this night, he prayed for those who were to believe through his 
disciples’ message. 
We pray for the mission of your Church. 
Lord, hear us 

All  and renew our zeal. 
 
On this night, he commanded his disciples to love, 
but suffered rejection himself. 
We pray for the rejected and unloved. 
Lord, hear us 

All  and fill us with your love. 
 
On this night, he reminded his disciples 
that if the world hated them it hated him first. 
We pray for those who are persecuted for their faith. 
Lord, hear us 

All   and give us your peace. 
 
On this night, he accepted the cup of death 
and looked forward to the new wine of the kingdom. 
We remember those who have died in the peace of Christ. 
Lord, hear us 

All   and welcome all your children into paradise. 

 
 
THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

The Peace 
Jesus says: ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. 
Do not let your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.’ 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All  and also with you. 
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At the Eucharist we are with our crucified and risen Lord. 
We know that it was not only our ancestors, 
but we who were redeemed 
and brought forth from bondage to freedom, 
from mourning to feasting. 
We know that as he was with them in the upper room 
so our Lord is here with us now. 

All   Until the kingdom of God comes 
let us celebrate this feast. 
 
Blessed are you, Lord, God of the universe, 
you bring forth bread from the earth. 

All  Blessed be God for ever. 
 
Blessed are you, Lord, God of the universe, 
you create the fruit of the vine. 

All  Blessed be God for ever. 
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The Eucharistic Prayer 
The Lord be with you 

All  and also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 

All  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All  It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
Father, we give you thanks and praise 
through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, your living Word, 
through whom you have created all things; 
who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our Saviour. 
 
By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh; 
as your Son, born of the blessed Virgin, 
he lived on earth and went about among us; 
he opened wide his arms for us on the cross; 
he put an end to death by dying for us; 
and revealed the resurrection by rising to new life; 
so he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy people. 
It is indeed right to give you thanks, 
Father most holy, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
For on this night he girded himself with a towel 
and, taking the form of a servant, 
washed the feet of his disciples. 
He gave us a new commandment 
that we should love one another as he has loved us. 
Knowing that his hour had come, 
in his great love he gave this supper to his disciples 
to be a memorial of his passion, 
that we might proclaim his death until he comes again, 
and feast with him in his kingdom. 
Therefore earth unites with heaven 
to sing a new song of praise; 
we too join with angels and archangels 
as they proclaim your glory without end: 
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Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit X, 
and according to your holy will, 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
who, in this night when he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

  
 Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
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Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 

All  Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
All  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
Breaking of the Bread 

The president breaks the consecrated bread.  
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 

All  Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 
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Giving of Communion 
The president says the invitation to communion  
Draw near with faith. 
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
which he gave for you, 
and his blood which he shed for you. 
Eat and drink 
in remembrance that he died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts 
by faith with thanksgiving. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
we thank you that in this wonderful sacrament 
you have given us the memorial of your passion: 
grant us so to reverence the sacred mysteries 
 of your body and blood 
that we may know within ourselves 
and show forth in our lives 
the fruit of your redemption, 
for you are alive and reign, now and for ever. 

All  Amen. 
 
All  Almighty God, 

we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 
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Psalm 88 
1  O Lord, God of my salvation, ♦  

I have cried day and night before you. 
2  Let my prayer come into your presence; ♦  

incline your ear to my cry. 
3  For my soul is full of troubles; ♦  

my life draws near to the land of death. 
4  I am counted as one gone down to the Pit; ♦  

I am like one that has no strength, 
5  Lost among the dead, ♦  

like the slain who lie in the grave, 
6  Whom you remember no more, ♦  

for they are cut off from your hand. 
7  You have laid me in the lowest pit, ♦  

in a place of darkness in the abyss. 
8  Your anger lies heavy upon me, ♦  

and you have afflicted me with all your waves. 
9  You have put my friends far from me ♦  

and made me to be abhorred by them. 
10  I am so fast in prison that I cannot get free; ♦  

my eyes fail from all my trouble. 
11  Lord, I have called daily upon you; ♦  

I have stretched out my hands to you. 
12  Do you work wonders for the dead? ♦  

Will the shades stand up and praise you? 
13  Shall your loving-kindness be declared in the grave, ♦  

your faithfulness in the land of destruction? 
14  Shall your wonders be known in the dark ♦  

or your righteous deeds in the land where all is forgotten? 
15  But as for me, O Lord, I will cry to you; ♦  

early in the morning my prayer shall come before you. 
16  Lord, why have you rejected my soul? ♦  

Why have you hidden your face from me? 
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17  I have been wretched and at the point of death from my youth; ♦ I 
suffer your terrors and am no more seen. 

18  Your wrath sweeps over me; ♦  
your horrors are come to destroy me; 

19  All day long they come about me like water; ♦  
they close me in on every side. 

20  Lover and friend have you put far from me  
and hid my companions out of my sight. 

 
 
Psalm 55 
1    Save me, O God, by your name ♦ 
    and vindicate me by your power. 

 
2    Hear my prayer, O God; ♦ 
      give heed to the words of my mouth. 
 
3    For strangers have risen up against me, 

         and the ruthless seek after my life; ♦ 
      they have not set God before them. 
 
4    Behold, God is my helper; ♦ 
    it is the Lord who upholds my life.  

 
5     May evil rebound on those who lie in wait for me; ♦ 

       destroy them in your faithfulness. 
 
6     An offering of a free heart will I give you ♦ 
     and praise your name, O Lord, for it is gracious. 

 
7     For he has delivered me out of all my trouble, ♦ 
     and my eye has seen the downfall of my enemies. 
 
 

The service ends here without ceremony 

 
 


